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Program

Exile Symphony, Opus 17, No. 2 (1937/1970) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Alan Hovhaness
(1911-2000)

I. Andante espressivo – Allegro

II. Grazioso

III. Finale: Andante – Presto

Bob Jones University Symphony Orchestra

Der Voghormya. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           Armenian Liturgical Hymn
(Lord, Have Mercy)

Dle Yaman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             from the collection of Gomidas
additional lyrics and music by Mariam Matossian

Hars em Knoom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      Traditional Armenian Folk Song
(A Bride’s Song) additional lyrics and music by Mariam Matossian 

orchestration by Yuriy Leonovich

Hayastan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     lyrics by Ashod Krashoo
(Armenia) music by A. Ayvazian

orchestration by Yuriy Leonovich

Gakavig. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              lyrics by Hovhannes Tourmanian
(Partridge) music by Father Gomidas

orchestration by Yuriy Leonovich

Arev, Arev. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            Traditional Armenian Folk Song
(Sunshine) additional lyrics and music by Mariam Matossian 

orchestration by Yuriy Leonovich

Mariam Matossian
with Chris Rosser, oud; Sarkis Chorbadjian, duduk; 

Omar Carmenates, percussion; and the Bob Jones University Symphony Orchestra



Program Notes
This year’s Homecoming Concert traces the hand of Providence through story and song 
in a one-of-a-kind multimedia concert experience telling a tale of remembrance, resil-
ience and redemption in the lives of two families affected by the Armenian Genocide 
(1915–1920). Dr. Ed Panosian, beloved history professor at BJU for over five decades, and 
singer/songwriter Mariam Matossian together share an unforgettably heart-warming sto-
ry of perseverance in persecution, divine protection and the fragile but flourishing culture 
of a people preserved.
Alan Hovhaness, a prolific American composer of Armenian descent, penned his first 
symphony in 1937 to commemorate the Armenian Genocide. Structured in three sec-
tions, the original headings of “Lament,” “Conflict” and “Triumph” were dropped from the 
movements when the composer revised the work in 1970. But the work’s original title, Ex-
ile Symphony, was retained as an enduring tribute to those who perished in the atrocities 
of 1915–1920. Long solo clarinet lines in the opening section intone a haunting lamenta-
tion while harp and strings march in quiet procession, interrupted by menacing chords 
from the brass — perhaps a musical depiction of the notorious death marches into the 
desert. Hovhaness replaced the original second movement (“Conflict”) with an entirely 
different grazioso movement in the revised version. Here the composer seems to reminisce 
on happier times with an ancient but gentle pastoral melody of a shepherd’s pipe wafting 
across the beautiful Armenian countryside. The final movement opens with the lament 
and terror of the first, out of which emerges a stately hymn, first struggling in broken 
statements to be heard, but eventually culminating in the exultant paean of a people tri-
umphant in the face of persecution. As the closing chords of the hymn die away, we hear 
the hollow sound of two clarinets quietly lingering in the air as if to say, “remember.”
Nominated for a Western Canadian Music Award and two Canadian Folk Music Awards in 
2008, Mariam Matossian is an example of the musical treasures that exist in the world next 
door. Born and raised in Vancouver, Mariam has been collecting traditional Armenian folk 
songs and creating her own melodies since she was a child. Most of the traditional songs 
she sings have been passed down through her family – songs that have been favorites of her 
grandmother and her mother, and now they have become her own favorites. With over ten 
years of training in classical voice, Mariam brings the range and control of a classical singer 
to the spontaneity and passion of the folk tradition and combines the two to produce a syn-
thesis that has earned her rave reviews from everyone who has heard her.

Mariam has released two recordings, Far From Home and In the Light, 
both a collection of timeless Armenian folk songs that she has reinter-
preted and new songs that she has written. Her recordings, which have 
been praised for their “emotional resonance” and “impressive” moving 
arrangements, have received airplay across Canada, the United States, 
Europe and the Middle East. She has performed at festivals across Can-
ada and in the United States with acclaimed musicians including Elliot 
Polsky, River Guerguerian, Chris Rosser, Eliot Wadopian, and John 

Berberian. Mariam is delighted to share the beauty and richness of her beloved Armenian 
culture with a world audience.



Translations
DER VOGHORMYA (Lord, Have Mercy)
Lord, Have Mercy 
Lord, have mercy Lord, have mercy Lord, have mercy Lord, have mercy 
Oh all Holy Trinity Grant peace to the word 
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy
Jesus, Redeemer, have mercy on us 

DLE YAMAN
Dle Yaman,
The wind has come like a fire Oh, Dle Yaman,
The wind has come, it is here Like a flood
Yaman, Yaman, dear 

HARS EM KNOOM (A Bride’s Song) 
I am going to be married
I will be leaving my home
I am a 17 year old bride to be, my dear Mom 
And I will be joining my beloved 
You gave birth to me,
You loved me, cared for me
The sea has taken all you have sacrificed for me, my dear Mom 
And has given it to my beloved 
May your sweet milk which nourished me as a babe 
Sustain me now
May your blessing, my dear Mom
Remain on me forever 
Oh, my dear Mom... 
I am going to be married
I will be leaving my home
I am a 17 year old bride to be, my dear Mom 
And I will be with my beloved 
Oh, my dear Mom... 

HAYASTAN  (Armenia)
A rose has blossomed inside my heart
Today is a day of celebration for our homeland
And my life is filled with the sweet aroma
Of Armenia’s spirit

Sing forever of the springtime of Armenia
Embrace me with your wonderful world
Remain youthful, my homeland
You are the reason for my joy



I am looking forward to spring
I am surrounded by the beauty
Of our green hills and valleys
This is my breathtaking homeland

I love you, my Armenia
More than my own life
You are on the path to glory
Travelling in the light

GAKAVIG  (Partridge)
The sun appears from behind the dark clouds
The partridge soars above the green hills
From the top of the green hills
The partridge brings greetings to all the flowers
Beautiful, beautiful, beautiful partridge

You have sewn your nest with flowers
With lilies and daffodils and other flowers
Your nest is filled with dew
You sleep and rise with songs and drums
Beautiful, beautiful, beautiful partridge

When you stand on the mossy rock
You sing psalms to the flowers
You make the hills and valleys cheer
You bring joy to the mournful sea
Beautiful, beautiful, beautiful partridge

AREV, AREV  (Sunshine)
Awaken! Awaken!
Oh, sun, arise and let us see you 
Come out from behind the mountains Oh, dark clouds, disappear
Let the sun shine 
Let the sun shine down on us
We are yearning for its presence Bright sun, shine for us
Come out from behind the mountains Oh, dark clouds, disappear
Let the sun shine 
It’s a new day! It’s a new day! 
The sun has defeated the clouds
The sun rays are shimmering over all the mountains Oh, bright sun, shine for us!
Come out from behind the mountains 
Now we are in the light
We are dancing in the sunshine
Oh bright sun, shine for us!
Come out from behind the mountains 
We are in the light Awaken, it’s a new day We are in the light
Oh sun, beautiful sun We are in the light.... 
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upcoming concert opera & drama series:  

Great Expectations
October 31, November 1–2, 7:30 p.m., ra

The Bob Jones University Classic Players present this adaptation of Charles 
Dickens’ Victorian novel, the rags-to-riches story of an orphan boy who 
inherits a mysterious fortune. www.bju.edu/greatexpectations

National Dance Company of Siberia
November 12, 7:30 p.m., fma

The National Dance Company of Siberia combines the beauty of dance 
with the unique culture, costume and music of the peoples of Siberia. It is 
an evening like no other! www.bju.edu/siberia

The Messiah  
December 12–13, 7:30 p.m., ra

The BJU Symphony Orchestra and combined choirs celebrate the Christ-
mas season with Handel’s Messiah. “Hallelujah; for the Lord God omnip-
otent reigneth.” www.bju.edu/messiah

Pirates of Penzance 
February 4, 6, 7:30 p.m., ra

This New York Gilbert & Sullivan Players production is your chance to get 
carried away by pirates for a romp over the rocky coast of Cornwall. 	
www.bju.edu/pirates  

Canadian Brass
March 17, 7:30 p.m., fma

Celebrating its 50th year, the Canadian Brass is an ensemble whose ex-
panded instrumentation provides a broad palette of colors for works writ-
ten for brass as well as fresh arrangements of classic literature. 	
www.bju.edu/canadian 

“A New Creation,” the Living Gallery presentation;  
April 9–10, 4:30 & 7:30 p.m., ra
April 11, 2, 4:30 & 7:30 p.m., ra 
A boldly unique, dramatic presentation of sacred masterworks of art 
depicting Christ’s ministry and passion. See these great paintings “come 
alive” in life-size re-creations. livinggallery.bju.edu 



The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited. 
Cameras and recording equipment are not permitted in the amphitorium during any performance. 

We request that personal communication devices be turned off during the program.
(22332) 10/19

For more information about the Armenian Genocide, please visit 
www.armenian-genocide.org


